
Acts 10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18  
(Alternatives: Isaiah 25:6-9; Mark 16:1-8) 
 

The Gospel readings for Easter recount how the first followers of Jesus began to realise the truth that he was alive. 
The additional readings for the day root this reality in the Old Testament Scriptures and the life and proclamation 
of the Early Church. Like those early disciples, we who on Easter Day have encountered the risen Lord, are called 
not to simply seek the religious or spectacular, but to resume our everyday working lives transformed by the truth 
which we have re-embraced. This Easter commission seeks to capture that reality: 

The everyday and familiar invites our return 

School runs, commuter routes, schedules and in-trays 

e-mail; g-mail; voice-mail;  snail-mail; 

Response: Christ has died, Christ is risen 

Appointments to keep, customers to satisfy 

Orders to complete, mistakes to rectify 

R: Christ has died, Christ is risen 

Ends to make meet, uncertainties lurking 

Tough decisions to make, dilemmas to ponder 

R: Christ has died, Christ is risen 

Aspirations to fulfil, careers to pursue 

Skills to share, accomplishments to celebrate 

R: Christ has died Christ is risen 
 

 

 
Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133; 1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31  

Today’s reading from Acts could be interpreted as depicting Christianity as having no concern for everyday realities 
and economics; the Early Believers sold possessions, denied private ownership and had all things in common. Yet 
the readings which accompany, very much root the Christian message in life and society. The New Testament 
epistle speaks of the experienced reality of Christ coming into the world, reminding those who read it that doctrinal 
truth should be reflected in lifestyle - and not “walking in darkness.”  The risen Christ sends his followers into the 
world just as he himself was sent by the Father. 
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Welcome to Professions of Faith. These notes and reflections are offered as a resource for preachers, 

leaders and clergy to provide ideas and suggestions for how Sunday worship can relate to the working lives 

of a congregation. They seek to offer connections between the set lectionary readings for the day and key 

workplace themes. We recognise that these do not always represent the key thrust of the passages, or 

indeed the intent of including them within the lectionary schedule. They are intended as a companion for 

more overtly exegetical and liturgical resources, and while every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of 

the Biblical references, we can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions, and recommend the use of 

recognised publications produced for that purpose.  

Experiences await; unimagined, unforeseen 

Dreamed-of, dreaded or simply routine 

R: Christ has died, Christ is risen  

 

Christ who is Lord of all things, 

We have wept and shuddered at the foot of Your cross; 

Marvelled and rejoiced at Your empty tomb. 

May we not return unchanged  

To that from which we turned aside; 

But ready to seek Your living presence  

in every aspect of our being. 

 

AMEN 



The community of believers enact an alternative vision of society; one in which common good and communal 
wellbeing  challenge the narratives of self-interest and maximised profit that seem to dominate our current 
economic landscape. The resurrection message of Easter does not divert our attention away from this world, but re-
shapes the priorities and concerns of that world. The actions of the new community of Christian Believers has much 
to say to a nation in the midst of election campaigning.  Bearing the scars of the worst that this world can throw at 
him, the risen Christ commissions his followers to an equivalent engagement in the affairs of the world in which they 
find themselves. 

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48  

The words of Peter, spoken after the healing of a lame man have a significant political dimension to them; one that 

offers a particularly relevant way of applying the set readings to contemporary circumstances. Peter cites the man’s 

healing not only as evidence of the identity and power of Jesus, but as reinforcing the wrongfulness of his arrest and 

execution. Yet there is a clear sense within Peter’s reasoning that he does not so much apportion individual blame 

for Christ’s rejection, as a communal “ignorance” generated by the prevailing political systems and power structures 

on the part of both rulers and the ruled. This begs the question as to what political narratives and conventions 

Christians might be conveyed by in today’s world. The call to repent goes beyond an individual encounter with the 

truth of the Gospel, to one which challenges society as a whole. Peter makes the point that popularism led to the 

release of a murderer and the condemnation not simply of an innocent man, but God incarnate - the Messiah. This 

has much to say to our own media-fuelled society, particularly during an election campaign, about the power of 

popular narrative and the danger of unthinking compliance to its messages. These may well be the modern 

equivalents of the “idols and false gods” of which the Psalmist speaks. 

Messages of repentance and contrast between the values of God’s Kingdom and earthly society echo throughout 

the set readings for the day. This has significant personal implications for the hearer, but also asks questions about 

how our society might and should be different. 

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18  

Today’s readings are laced with workplace imagery; Peter and John’s appearance before the authorities might 

initiate reflection and prayer for those engaged in our own legal system or prayers for those around the world who 

are persecuted for their faith. The image of the Good Shepherd is a reminder of the role of those whose 

employment is in the care of livestock; Peter’s description of Christ as the Cornerstone offers a perspective that is 

rooted in the world of engineering and construction; the words of the New Testament epistle point again to the 

importance of seeking a society that seeks wellbeing for all and cares for its most vulnerable and needy. 

But one particularly relevant theme that might be drawn out, especially as the election campaign gathers 

momentum, is the issue of leadership. The image of the shepherd is one that Scripture regularly uses to commend 

specific values and approaches to  the leadership task. It is a metaphor that permeates the Church’s own language 

and concepts of leadership. This provides a natural platform to pray not only for those who aspire to political 

leadership, but for all who hold leadership responsibility in our world and societies. The context in which we do this 

is one in which God is held up as the example for all who aspire to lead. Psalm 23 was written by King David, an 

individual who is heralded in both Christian and Jewish traditions as a great leader. Yet his story is also punctuated 

with personal failings and shortcomings, reminding us of the vulnerability and susceptibility of even the greatest of 

leaders. Psalm 23 is one of a number of places where David acknowledges his complete reliance upon his God as he 

exercises considerable responsibility within the world of his day. This has significant application, whatever our role 

in society might be.  
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April 19th - Third Sunday in Easter 

April 26th  – Fourth Sunday in Easter 


